and hunt and see the day in and the day out, thousands of
miles are as easily covered as hundreds. It is as easy as the
moving motor caravan and eventually as long-ranged in its

result.

Now the years and the dates of these moving waves is lost in
the mists of time, but it seems probable that the early part of
the third millennium before Christ might be about the period.

They swept into India a simple patriarchal people and they
had a simple faith in the owners and masters of the elements,
and they did not think very deeply. But when the stress of the
conquest was over and the main lands of the rivers, the Punjab
and the Gangetic plains were colonized, perhaps before,
their active Aryan minds began to think and to form theories
of life, and to formulate beliefs, and their priestly duties
became more complex and the priestly status hereditary.
Thus the faith that we call Brahminism and its popular
shape of Hinduism evolved.1 Now let it be realized here
that Hind, Sind, Ind are the same, and Hindu and Indian
are equivalent or rather identical words, and that Hinduism
is not a word that the people of India, except so far as they
have accepted Western nomenclature, use of their own
religion. The Aryan invaders slowly climbed the Aravalli
mountains that bar North from Central India, penetrated
the jungles, went round by the coast, and eventually brought
into some form of temporal and religious suzerainty the
peoples of India. When the great caste grouping took
place in a manner to be outlined hereafter, the country
became Indianized. The people were Hindu, viz. Indian,
of intertwined races, and there was a very comprehensive
religion in which thousands of deities were accepted as local
manifestations of the presiding deities of the Aryan con-
ception. All of these could be thought of anthropomorphic-
ally to the nth degree. Hinduism is therefore the polyglot
religion of the people of India, before such disturbing things
as Islam appeared on the scene to upset the great network
that the Brahmin had woven.

1 Explained more fully in Chapter V.